
SAVCA Master-Classes in Competition Regulation:
Developments in South African competition legislation and regulation, 

and their implications for private equity

 The Southern African Venture Capital and Private Equity Association (SAVCA), together with Webber Wentzel, 
are hosting two half-day master-classes that provide insight into recent trends in competition regulation in 
South Africa, with a focus on the economic and legal principles behind regulatory action. Emphasis will be 
placed on the implications for merger-and-acquisition activity and private equity transactions. 

Speakers:

•	 Trudi Makhaya, independent strategist and economist, and former deputy commissioner  
of the South African Competition Commission

•	 Robert Wilson, partner at Webber Wentzel 

Delegates may attend either or both sessions.

For more information, and to register, please contact events@savca.co.za
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FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 2014 – SESSION ONE

Abuse of dominance – the next priority  
for the Competition Commission?  
Implications for investors

08:30 - 08:35	 Welcome	 SAVCA

08:35 - 08:45	 Introductions	 Trudi Makhaya  
	 	 & Robert Wilson

08:45 - 09:15	 The legal framework	 Robert Wilson

09:15 - 09:45	 History of SA competition  
	 regulation and economic  
	 principles	 Trudi Makhaya

09:45 - 10:00	 Q&A	

10:00 - 10:30	 BREAK

10:30 - 11:10	 Case study discussion	 Trudi Makhaya  
	 	 & Robert Wilson

11:10 - 11:30	 Penalties and remedies	 Trudi Makhaya

11:30 - 11:50	 Conclusion: Preparing  
	 portfolio companies for  
	 the challenge	 Trudi Makhaya

FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 2014 – SESSION TWO

The economics of competition law – how 
authorities assess the competitive effects 
of transactions and contracts, and the 
implications for investors

13:00 - 13:05	 Welcome	 SAVCA

13:05 - 13:15	 Introductions	 Trudi Makhaya 	
	 	 & Robert Wilson

13:15 - 13:45	 The legal framework	 Robert Wilson

13:45 - 14:15	 History of SA merger  
	 control and economic  
	 principles	 Trudi Makhaya

14:15 - 14:30	 Q&A

14:30 - 14:40	 BREAK

14:40 - 15:20	 Case study discussion	 Trudi Makhaya 	
	 	 & Robert Wilson

15:20 - 15:40	 Conditions and remedies	 Trudi Makhaya

15:40 - 16:00	 Conclusion: Preparing  
	 portfolio companies for  
	 the challenge	 Trudi Makhaya
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Trudi Makhaya

Trudi Makhaya is an 
economist, writer and 
business strategist.  
Between March 2013 and 
March 2014, Trudi was 
Deputy Commissioner 
at the Competition 
Commission of South 
Africa. She was also a member of the Commission’s 
executive committee since April 2012, responsible 
for policy analysis, advocacy, communications and 
international relations. Before this, she was a Principal 
Economist in the Chief Economist’s team.

Trudi has published academic articles on competition 
policy. She is also a regular commentator on the 
economy, and writes a column for Business Day.  
She blogs at www.mzansipreneur.com.

Trudi holds an MBA and an MSc in Development 
Economics from Oxford University, where she studied 
as a Rhodes Scholar. She also holds degrees from the 
University of the Witwatersrand, including an MCom  
in Economics and a BCom (Law).

Prior to joining the Competition Commission in 2010, 
Trudi held roles at Deloitte, Genesis Analytics and 
AngloGold Ashanti.

Robert Wilson

Robert Wilson is a partner in 
Webber Wentzel’s Competition 
Practice. He specialises in 
competition law and has particular 
expertise in international trade. 
His competition law experience 
includes advising clients on 
merger control, behavioural 
competition matters (vertical, 
horizontal and abuse of 
dominance) and compliance. Robert also has significant 
knowledge of the competition law of many other African 
countries and regularly works on multi-jurisdictional 
African mergers; assessing their implications at both  
the national and regional level.

His experience extends across a number of sectors 
including chemicals, construction, consumer goods, 
healthcare, information and communication technology, 
liquid fuels, mining, plastics, and distribution and retail. 

Robert’s expertise has been recognised by numerous 
leading international research organisations including 
Chambers Global, IFLR, Legal 500, The International Who’s 
Who and The International Law Office. Robert was the 
exclusive winner of the International Law Office – Client 
Choice Award (Competition, South Africa) in both 2013 
and 2014.

Robert has BA and LLB degrees from the University  
of Cape Town, a LLM from the University of London  
and a Master of International Law and Economics  
from the University of Bern.  
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